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1. The survey data reveal a strong adherence of Romanians to core western values, coupled with stricter expectations and demand for more pragmatic advantages of Euro-Atlantic integration

amid the strengthening of a wave favoring views that are close to nationalist ideology. Economic patriotism seems to play a key role in the crystallization of these trends, rather than ethnic

nationalism, which is more marginal (over 87% of respondents believe that Romania must protect the rights of ethnic minorities on its territory). Romanians are still firmly loyal to the West,

appreciating their belonging to western society. However, compared to the unconditional acceptance from 10–15 years ago, the majority of the population has become much more

pragmatic in its judgment, which has become filtered by the perception of certain advantages and disadvantages of an economic nature. In other words, Romania seems to have progressed

to a new phase of connection with the western world in which the quantification of national interest via economic benefits is beginning to be more strongly acknowledged. This strongly

influences the way in which the population interprets various key topics of public interest, such as the perpetuation of the myth of Romania’s exploitation by foreigners.

2. The strategic relationship with the United States is interpreted on the same pragmatic note. Three quarters of the population agree that the presence of American military bases in

Romania will help defend the country in case of external aggression. Over 70% consider that the U.S.A. has a rather positive influence on Romania. Nevertheless, over 45% believe that

the acquisition of advanced weaponry from the U.S.A. helps the arms manufacturers’ profits, rather than the Romanian Army.

3. There is a visible dissonance between the net support that Romanians offer the pro-Western geopolitical orientation of the country (over 80% of the population) and views that seem to

value the national dimension (for example, over 60% of respondents believe that Romania should defend its national interests when they disagree with the rules of the European Union,

even if it risks losing its position as a Member State, despite over 60% also believing that joining the European Union has brought the country more advantages than disadvantages.) The

European project and its survival is strongly supported by Romanians, 75% of whom do not believe that the European Union should disband.

4. The dissonance is visible in the sense that the adherence of Romanians towards the West is clear and unambiguous, yet we observe an accumulation of frustrations with an obviously

economic substratum that are generated by the slow narrowing of the gap between Romania and developed countries and by the feeling of being deliberately exploited by external

entities. In this sense, it is relevant that myths fueled by constant disinformation campaigns have managed to cause damage to the collective imagination, given that over 55% of Romanians

believe that Romania is a colony of the European Union and of the United States, an opinion that has an obvious economic dimension. Moreover, more than half of the respondents believe

that some European countries are blocking Romania's admission to the Schengen Area for economic reasons, and 55% would be inclined to vote for a party that promoted the

nationalization of companies that exploit natural resources.

5. Classic elements of the classical nationalist agenda, such as the persecution of foreigners and foreign companies, are beginning to become topics of concern, especially when they are

associated with issues of high public sensitivity such as pollution or illegal logging. Almost half of Romanians believe that foreign companies are responsible for illegal logging in Romania,

and over 55% believe that the pollution in the country is caused by foreign companies.

General conclusions

3WWW.STRATEGICTHINKING.RO

http://WWW.STRATEGICTHINKING.RO/


General conclusions (continued)

6. The 16% level of trust in Russia is far behind the 50% and higher reported level of trust in Western countries; however, Russia is visibly more popular among the young,

and especially the very young respondents (18–29 years old). The potential of Russia’s positive perception increasing is not to be neglected, given that over 40% of the

respondents agree that Russia defends traditional values ​​from the moral decadence of western countries.

7. The union of Bessarabia with Romania remains a popular topic among Romanians, even gaining electoral traction if promoted by a sufficiently strong party, confirming the

rise of the nationalist strand.

8. The Alliance for the Union of Romanians (AUR) is proving to be the most successful political formation in the last 15 years among those that openly assume a nationalist

ideology and promote ultra-conservative values. The party’s becoming ranked third among parties supported by Romanian voters reinforces the conclusion that Romania is

facing a political wave that is consolidating this political agenda.

9. More than half of Romanians believe they have been personally exposed to fake news and disinformation in recent months, and almost 60% believe that some countries

support propaganda and disinformation actions in Romania—with Russia, the European Union, and China being the main sources identified by respondents. Seeing

awareness of the phenomenon across all audiences is good news that can facilitate the processes of countering the most blatantly disruptive narratives

10. More than half of Romanians do not trust any news source, with distrust in the media being one of the worst consequences of the fake news and disinformation

phenomena. The most popular channels are, in order: radio, television, media, and social media websites. The ranking indicates that the population correctly identifies the

most vulnerable and unfiltered platforms (social networks), thus limiting the spread of fake news.



Romania’s Direction

70.3% of Romanians believe that things in Romania are heading in the wrong direction, while only 23% believe that they are heading in the right direction, and 6.7% did not

know or did not respond.

Socio-demographic analysis: The following categories were, on average, more optimistic than the rest of the population about the direction that the country is heading: PNL

and USR-PLUS voters, young people under 30 years of age, those with a high level of education and an income that provides them with more than a decent living, white-collar

workers, inhabitants of Bucharest or large urban areas (over 90,000 inhabitants).

PSD and AUR voters, those with a lower level of education and a lower income (perceived as insufficient for a decent living), residents of rural or small urban areas (less than

90,000 inhabitants) were on average more pessimistic than the rest of the population about the direction the country is heading toward.



Of the countries and organisations listed, Romanians have the highest level of trust in Germany, with 57.6% trusting it “a lot” or “very much.” 51.6% of those surveyed

said they trust the EU a lot and very much, while 49.4% trust NATO to the same extent. The United States saw a lot and very much trust 47.2% from those surveyed. Trust

in Russia and China are below 20 percent: 19% of the respondents trust China, whereas 16% trust Russia.

Socio-demographic analysis: Trust in the U.S. was higher among PNL and PSD voters, men, young people under 30 years of age, the elderly (over 60 years of age), and

those with lower levels of education.

Germany was more trusted by PNL and USR-PLUS voters, men, people under 45 years of age, those with a high level of education and an income that provides them with

more than a decent living, blue and white-collar workers, and private sector employees.

With regards to trust in Russia, there were no major variations depending on the main socio-demographic categories. However, distrust in the eastern country was slightly

higher among PNL and USR-PLUS voters, those over 60 years of age, and residents of Bucharest and other large urban areas. Additionally, 18-29-year-olds place a slightly

higher level of trust in Russia than average.

AUR voters, men, and those with higher education and higher incomes tended to have greater trust in China.

Trust in the EU was higher among the following categories: PNL and USR-PLUS voters, men, young people under 30, those with a high level of education and an income that

provides them with more than a decent living, white-collar workers, inhabitants of Bucharest, rural areas, the North-East region or Bucharest-Ilfov.

PNL voters, men, those over 60 years old, those with a higher level of education and an income that provides them with more than a decent living, white collar-workers,

and inhabitants of Bucharest or large urban areas (over 90,000 inhabitants) trusted NATO more than the other categories.

Trust in other countries/international organisations
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50.1% of respondents place much and very much trust in Angela Merkel, the chancellor of Germany. 41.6% of those surveyed have much and very much faith in Joe

Biden, the president of the U.S.A. 19% of respondents place much and very much trust Vladimir Putin, the president of Russia.

Socio-demographic analysis: Trust in Joe Biden, the U.S. president, was higher among PNL and PSD voters, those over 60 years of age, those with lower levels of

education, and those who were inactive and had passive sources of income.

PNL and USR-PLUS voters, white collar workers, residents of the North East region, higher-income voters and private sector employees tended to have more trust in

Angela Merkel, Germany's chancellor.

PSD and AUR voters; men, under 30 years of age, and those with middle or higher education and with a higher income had more trust in Vladimir Putin, the president

of Russia.

Trust in the USA, Russia, Germany heads of state 

7WWW.STRATEGICTHINKING.RO

http://WWW.STRATEGICTHINKING.RO/


According to 81% of respondents, the West (i.e. the EU, the U.S., NATO) is the direction Romania that should be heading with regards to political and military alliances.

10.4% believe that Romania should head toward the East (i.e. Russia, China) instead. 8.6% did not know or did not respond to this question.

Socio-demographic analysis: Those over 60, those with secondary or higher education, urban dwellers, and those with a higher income that provides them with more than a

decent living were more likely to believe that Romania should turn to the West with regards to political and military alliances.

Romania’s Direction: East vs. West



Balancing all the implications for economic and social life, as well as for family and personal life, 61.4% of those surveyed believe that Romania's accession to the European

Union has brought more advantages than disadvantages, with 35.2% of the opposite opinion. 3.4% did not know or did not respond to this question.

Socio-demographic analysis: PNL and USR-PLUS voters, people under 45 years of age, those with a high level of education and a higher income that provides them with at

least a decent living, white-collar workers, the inhabitants of Bucharest and large urban areas (over 90,000 inhabitants) were more likely to believe that Romania's accession

to the European Union has brought more advantages than disadvantages.

PSD and AUR voters, those 45–60 years of age, those with a lower level of education and a lower income (perceived as insufficient for a decent living), residents of small

urban areas (less than 90,000 inhabitants) were more likely to consider that Romania's accession to the European Union has brought more disadvantages than advantages

than the other categories.

Advantages of Romania's accession to the European Union
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31.9% of Romanians believe that, as a Member State, Romania must respect the rules of the European Union, even when they affect its national interests. 64.2% consider

that Romania must defend its national interests when they disagree with the rules of the European Union, even if it risks losing its position as an EU Member State. 3.9% did

not know or did not respond to this question.

Socio-demographic analysis: PSD and AUR voters, women, those with a lower level of education and a low income (perceived as insufficient for a decent living), the potentially

active inactive, and rural or small urban residents consider to a greater extent than the rest of the population that Romania must defend its national interests when they

disagree with the rules of the European Union, even if it risks losing its position as an EU Member State.

European rules vs. national interests



77.5% of respondents believe that the European Union should not disband in the following years, while 16% are of the opposite opinion. 6.5% did not know or did not

respond to this question.

Socio-demographic analysis: Higher percentages of those who believe that the European Union should fall apart in the coming years were found among AUR voters, men,

those over 45, and those with lower incomes.

The future of the European Union



66.6% of Romanians believe that NATO will defend Romania in the event of aggression, while 29.3% believe that our country will have to defend itself in such a scenario. 4%

did not know or did not respond to this question.

Socio-demographic analysis: Those who believed that, in the event of aggression, NATO will defend Romania were mainly: USR-PLUS voters, men, people over 60, those with a

high level of education and an income that provides them with at least a decent living, white-collar workers, the inhabitants of Bucharest or large urban areas.

Those who believed that in the event of an aggression, Romania will have to defend itself were especially AUR voters, women, those with a lower level of education and a low

income (perceived as insufficient for a decent living), the potentially active inactive, rural or small urban area dwellers.
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39.1% of respondents believe that the acquisitions of advanced weaponry from the U.S.A. help strengthen the Romanian Army, while 45.6% see these acquisitions as helping

only to increase the profits of arms manufacturers. 15.3% did not know or did not respond to this question.

Socio-demographic analysis: AUR and USR-PLUS voters, men, those under the age of 60, those with higher education, gray-collar workers, and urban dwellers believed to a

greater extent than the rest of the population that arms purchases from the U.S. only help increase the profits of arms manufacturers.

Arms purchases from the U.S.A.



75.4% of respondents agreed with the statement "The existence of U.S. military bases in Romania would help defend the country in case of external aggression,"

while 20% disagreed. 4.6% did not know or did not respond to this question.

Socio-demographic analysis: AUR voters, those under 60 years of age, those with primary education and those with low income (that is not enough for what is strictly

necessary) were especially likely to disagree with the statement "The existence of US military bases in Romania would help defend the country in case of external

aggression."
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In the opinion of 71.3% of respondents, the U.S.A has a rather positive influence on Romania. 16.9% believe that Russia has a rather positive influence on Romania. 11.8%

did not know or did not respond to this question.

Socio-demographic analysis: USR-PLUS voters, people over 60 years of age, those with a high level of education and an income that ensures at least a decent living, passive

inactive earners, gray and white-collar workers, and residents of Bucharest or large urban areas were more likely than the rest of the population to consider that the U.S.A. has

a positive influence on Romania.

U.S.A. vs. Russia—influence on Romania



61.7% of Romanians believe that Russia has done more harm than good to Romania over time, while 19.1% believe that it has done more good. 19.1% did not know or did

not respond to this question.

Socio-demographic analysis: Men, those under the age of 30, those with primary or secondary education, those with low income, blue-collar workers believed to a greater

extent than the rest of the population that Russia has done more good than harm for Romania.

Russia was believed to have done more harm than good to Romania over time especially by USR-PLUS voters, those over 60 years of age, those with a higher level of

education, and by the inhabitants of large urban areas.

Romanians’ attitude toward Russia



55.8% believe that Western countries have done more good than harm to Romania over time, while 32.1% believe that more harm has been done by them. 12.1% did not

know or did not respond to this question.

Socio-demographic analysis: People under the age of 45, those with secondary or higher education, those with a higher income (which ensures them at least a decent living),

the potentially active inactive earners and white-collar workers, and the inhabitants of Bucharest and large urban areas were more likely to consider that Western countries

have done more good to Romania.

Western countries were believed to have caused more harm to Romania by PSD and AUR voters, men, those with a lower level of education and a low income (perceived as

insufficient for a decent living), and inhabitants of rural or small urban (less than 90,000 inhabitants) areas.

Romanians’ attitude toward the West



The statement "Russia defends traditional values ​​in the face of the moral decadence of Western countries" was agreed to by 43.8% of respondents. 42.5% disagreed with the

statement, and 13.7% did not know or did not respond to this question.

Socio-demographic analysis: PSD and AUR voters, men, young people, those with secondary education, potentially active inactive or blue-collar workers, and residents of the

North West region were more likely to agree with the statement "Russia defends traditional values in the face of the moral decadence of Western countries.” The voters of PNL

and USR-PLUS, those over 60 years of age, those with higher education, those with a higher income, and residents of large urban areas expressed their disagreement with this

statement.
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35% of Romanians believe that pollution in Romania is caused mainly by Romanian companies, and 55.9% believe that it is caused mainly by foreign companies. 9.1% did not 
know or did not respond to this question.

Socio-demographic analysis: PNL voters, women, those under 30 and over 60 years of age, those with a lower level of education, and residents of large urban areas were

especially more likely to believe that pollution in Romania is caused by Romanian companies.

Voters of AUR, PSD, and USR-PLUS, those aged 30–44, and those with secondary education were more likely to consider that pollution in Romania is caused mainly by foreign

companies.

Pollution: Romanian vs. foreign companies 



47.3% of respondents believe that illegal logging in Romania is performed mainly by foreign companies. 45.8% consider that illegal logging in Romania is performed

mainly by Romanian companies and Romanian citizens. 6.9% did not know or did not respond to this question.

Socio-demographic analysis: AUR, PSD and USR-PLUS voters, those over 60 years of age, those with secondary education, urban dwellers, those with a lower income, and

private employees were more likely to consider that illegal logging in Romania is performed mainly by foreign companies.

Those who believed that illegal logging in Romania is performed mainly by Romanian companies include PNL voters, people under the age of 45, potentially active

inactive or white-collar workers, and those with a higher income.
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35.4% agreed with the statement "The construction of highways in Romania is blocked by foreign powers that seek to hinder the development of the country," while 58.2%

disagreed. 6.4% did not know or did not respond to this question.

Socio-demographic analysis: PSD and AUR voters, those with secondary or primary education, those with passive inactivity, gray- or blue-collar workers, and those who do not

use social networks agreed to a greater extent that “Construction of highways in Romania is blocked by foreign powers that seek to impede the country's development.”

PNL and USR-PLUS voters, men, young people, those with higher education, potentially active inactive and white-collar workers, those with a higher income (which is enough

for at least a decent living), and private employees were more likely express disagreement with this statement.

Highway construction impasse



78.2% of respondents agreed with the statement "Romanians are seen as ‘second-hand citizens’ in Europe." 20.4% disagreed with the statement, and 1.4% did not

know or did not respond to this question.

Socio-demographic analysis: Young people under 30 years of age, residents of Bucharest, and those with higher incomes strongly disapproved of the statement

"Romanians were seen as ‘second-hand citizens’ in Europe."
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56.7% of respondents agreed with the statement “Romania is a colony of the European Union and the United States of America,” while 38.3% disagreed. 5% did not know or

did not respond to this question.

Socio-demographic analysis: PSD and AUR voters, men, those with secondary or primary education, blue-collar workers, rural residents, and those with low income were more

likely to agree with the statement. PNL and USR-PLUS voters, those with higher education, gray- and white-collar workers, and those with a higher income were more likely to

disagree.

Romania, a colony?



To the question "Why do you think that Romania has not yet been admitted to the Schengen Area, the free movement area in the European Union without border controls,

although most European states agree with the accession of our country?" 43.5% of the population consider that our country has not met all the criteria, and 50.2% are of the

opinion that some European states block Romania's admission for economic reasons. 6.2% did not know or did not respond to this question.

Socio-demographic analysis: PNL and USR-PLUS voters, women, people under 30 years of age, and those with higher income were more likely to blame Romania’s failure to

meet all criteria. PSD and AUR voters, those aged 45–59, the potentially active inactive workers, and those with a lower income were more likely to blame some European

states of blocking Romania's admission for economic reasons.

Romania's admission to the Schengen area



49.5% of Romanians agree with the statement “Hungary seeks to break Transylvania from Romania,” while 43.2% disagree, and 7.4% did not know or did not respond to this

question.

Socio-demographic analysis: Agreement with the statement "Hungary aims to break Transylvania from Romania" is higher among the following categories: men, people

aged 30–44, those with secondary or higher education, gray- or white collar- workers, and residents from the West and North East regions. PNL voters, young people under

30 years of age, potentially active inactive workers, residents of the North West and Central regions, those with higher incomes, and private employees disagreed with this

statement to a greater extent than other categories.
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87.2% of respondents believe that Romania must protect the rights of ethnic minorities on its territory, 11% are of the opposite opinion, and 1.8% did not know or did not

respond to this question.

Socio-demographic analysis: There was no major variation in the distribution of responses depending on the main socio-demographic characteristics.

Protecting ethnic minorities



On a scale from 1 to 10, in which 1 means "for sure no" and 10 "for sure yes" for going to the polls, 19.9% ​​of Romanians chose 1, 1.4% chose 2, 1.8% chose 3, 1.1% chose 4,

4.4% chose 5, 1.6% chose 6, 2.6% chose 7, 5.2% chose 8, 3.7% chose 9, and 58.1% chose 10.

Socio-demographic analysis: Those who say they would definitely go to the polls were mainly PNL and USR-PLUS voters, young people under 30 years of age, people with a

higher level of education, white collar-workers, those with a higher income, and inhabitants of the South-East and West regions.

Estimation of turnout



Romanians’ voting preferences of are as follows: 23.8% of Romanians would vote for PSD, 20.5% for PNL, and 11.9% for AUR. 11% of Romanians would vote for USR-

PLUS, while UDMR and Pro Romania would be below the electoral threshold, with 3.7% potential voters each. PMP would be voted by 2.1%, and 1.1% of respondents

would vote for another party. 9.9% stated that they have not decided who to vote for at the time of the interview, and 7.4% said that they do not vote. 4.8% did not

know or did not respond to this question.

Based on the 77.9% who stated who they would vote for, if parliamentary elections were to be held next Sunday, 30.6% of Romanians would vote for PSD, 26.3% for

PNL, and 15.3% for AUR. 14.2% would vote for USR-PLUS, while UDMR would be below the electoral threshold with 4.8% of the vote. 4.7% of those who expressed a

voting preference would vote for Pro Romania, and 3.8% for PMP. 1.4% of respondents would vote for a different party.

Socio-demographic analysis: People over 45 years of age, those with primary or secondary education and a lower income, passive inactive workers, inhabitants of the

southern regions, non-users of social networks with a lower income, and public employees were more likely to vote for PSD.

Those who expressed preference for PNL were relatively evenly distributed across the main socio-demographic categories.

USR-PLUS was mainly preferred by people aged 18–44, those with higher education, white-collar workers, those with a higher income, residents of Bucharest and large

urban areas, inhabitants of the Central and Bucharest-Ilfov regions, and private employees .

AUR was especially preferred by people aged 30–44, those with primary or secondary education, those with lower income, potentially active inactive and blue-collar

workers, and residents of the North-East region.
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74.5% of respondents said they would be very likely to vote for a party that supports the union of Bessarabia with Romania, and 45.6% expressed preference for a party that

supported a ban on same-sex marriage. 54.4% of Romanians would vote for a party that supported introducing more religion classes in the school curricula, and 34.5% would be

likely to vote for a political party that supported the abolition of parties belonging to national minorities. 23.2% would be likely to vote for a party that called for Romania's exit

from the European Union. 54.8% of those surveyed would be inclined to vote for a party that promoted the nationalization of companies that exploit natural resources, and

39.1% for a party that supported a ban on immigrants in Romania.

Socio-demographic analysis: PSD and AUR voters, the elderly, those with secondary education, passive inactive or blue-collar workers, residents from the North-East, South-East,

and West, and those with lower incomes were more inclined to vote for a party that supported the union of Bessarabia with Romania.

PSD and AUR voters, men, those aged 30–44, those with primary or secondary education, blue-collar workers, residents of the North-East, South-East, and Central regions were

more inclined to vote for a party that supported a ban on same-sex marriage.

PSD and AUR voters, people over 45, those with a lower level of education, those with low income, passive inactive or blue-collar workers, rural or small urban area residents, and

those who do not use social networks were more likely to vote for a party that supported introducing more religion classes in the school curricula.

AUR voters, people aged 30–44, those with lower incomes, gray- or blue-collar workers, and inhabitants of rural or small urban areas were especially inclined to vote for a party

that supported the abolition of parties belonging to national minorities.

PSD and AUR voters, people aged 30–59, those with a lower level of education, those with low income, and inhabitants of rural or small urban areas were particularly inclined to

vote for a party that supported Romania's exit from the European Union.

Men, young people, those with secondary or higher education, gray- or white- collar workers, rural or small urban area residents, as well as those in the North East region would

be more inclined to vote for a party that promoted nationalizing companies that exploit natural resources.

PSD and AUR voters, people with a lower level of education, those with low income, residents of rural and those from the South-West Oltenia region were particularly likely to

vote for a party that supported a ban on immigrants in Romania.
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66.4% of Romanians would vote for a nationalist party that promoted religious values ​​and supported the traditional family.

Socio-demographic analysis: PSD and AUR voters, women, those aged 45–59, those with a higher level of education, those with low-income, potentially active inactive or blue-

collar–workers, and residents of rural small urban areas and southern regions were especially likely to vote for a nationalist party that promoted religious values ​​and supported the

traditional family.

It was mainly USR voters, men, young people, people with higher education and higher income, gray- or white-collar workers, residents of Bucharest or large urban, and private

employees who stated that they would not vote for such a party.
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10.4% of respondents believe that some people voted for AUR because the party has a nationalist message and supports the union of Bessarabia with Romania, 15% because

the party defends religious faith and supports the traditional family, 22.4% because it opposes the political system built in the past 30 years, and 1.4% because it opposes

giving too much power to the European Union. 26.6% of respondents believe that the main reason why some people voted for AUR is the novelty of the party (because it is a

new party). Voter dissatisfaction with the way the coronavirus epidemic was managed is mentioned by 11.2% of the study participants. 13.1% did not know or did not

respond to this question.

Socio-demographic analysis: the novelty of the party was thought to be the main reason for some people voting for AUR especially by PSD voters, those aged 45–59, people

with a higher level of education, and by state employees.

Opposing the political system built in the last 30 years was offered as a main reason for voting for AUR mainly by AUR voters, men, people aged 30–44, and by the inhabitants

of the Central region.

Perception of the reasons for voting AUR



55% of respondents considered that they had been exposed to false news or misinformation to a large and very large extent in recent months, and 42.6% that

they had been exposed to a small or very small extent, or not at all. 2.5% did not know or did not respond to this question.

Socio-demographic analysis: Higher percentages of those who believed that they had been exposed to a large and very large extent of fake news in recent

months were found in the following socio-demographic categories: USR-PLUS and AUR voters, people under 44 years of age, those with a higher level of

education and an income that provides them with more than a decent living, the inhabitants of Bucharest, and state employees.

PSD and PNL voters, people over 45 years of age, those with a lower level of education or low income, passive inactive workers, and people who do not use social

networks were particularly likely to consider that they had only been exposed to fake news to a small or very small extent, or not at all.
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58.3% of respondents consider that some states support propaganda and disinformation actions in Romania to a very large and large extent, 32.2% that this happens to a 
small or very small extent, and 4.8% think that it does not happen at all. 4.7% did not know or did not respond to this question.

Socio-demographic analysis: voters of PSD, AUR, and USR-PLUS, people under 44 years of age, those with higher education, white collar-workers, the inhabitants of 
Bucharest or large urban areas, and those who use social networks were especially likely to believe that some states support propaganda and misinformation in Romania to a 
very large extent.

Propaganda and disinformation actions supported by other countries



According to 24% of Romanians, Russia is the main country that supports propaganda, misinforms and spreads fake news in Romania. The European Union is seen as 
supporting propaganda, disinforming, and spreading fake news in Romania by 18.5% of respondents, followed by China (14.8%), Hungary (9.2%), USA (9.2% ) and Germany 
(3.3%). 1.6% of those surveyed believe that another country supports such actions in Romania, and 19.4% did not know or did not respond to this question.

Socio-demographic analysis: Russia was believed to be the main country supporting propaganda especially by the following socio-demographic categories: USR-PLUS and PNL

voters, men, those aged 30–44 and over 60 years of age, passive inactive or white-collar workers, residents of Bucharest and larger urban areas.

Young people under 30 years of age, people with primary education, residents of Bucharest or rural areas, TikTok users, and state employees believed to a greater extent that

the EU is the main entity that supports propaganda actions.

China was believed to be the main country supporting propaganda especially by men, those under the age of 44, potentially active inactive works, and by those with a lower

income.

Countries that support propaganda



Asked about trust in various news sources, 36.3% of Romanians say they are more inclined to trust information broadcast by TV stations, 60.7% would rather not trust such 
information, and 3% did not know or did not respond to this question.

Socio-demographic analysis: Those who trusted information broadcast by TV stations were mainly PNL and PSD voters, older people, those with a lower level of education, passive

inactive workers, those who do not use social networks, and those who appreciated that their income is enough only for strict necessities.

Distrustful of the information broadcast by TV stations in particular were USR-PLUS and AUR voters, young people, those with a higher level of education, active or potentially active

workers, and users of social networks.

21.8% of respondents rather trusted information from media websites, and 67.6% rather distrust them. 10.7% did not know or did not respond to this question.

Socio-demographic analysis: USR-PLUS voters, men, those under 60 years of age, those with a higher level of education, users of social networks had higher trust in media channels’

websites than other categories.

Information on such websites was least likely to be trusted by AUR voters, people under 44 years of age, and by residents of the North West region.

15.8% say that they rather trust information read or received on social networks (Facebook, Instagram, Youtube, TikTok), 74.1% that they rather distrust such information, and 10.1% 
did not know or did not respond to this question.

Socio-demographic analysis: Trust in information received on social networks is, on average, higher among AUR voters, those aged 45–59, residents of small towns, and private

employees.

Distrustful of information received on social networks were especially USR-PLUS voters, young people, those with higher education and a higher income, residents of Bucharest and

larger urban areas, and users of social networks.

40.6% of respondents rather trust information broadcast by radio stations, and 44.9% rather distrust it. 14.5% did not know or did not respond to this question.

Socio-demographic analysis: Those who trusted information broadcast by radio stations were mainly PSD and PNL voters, men, older people, those with a lower level of education,

residents of Bucharest or large urban areas, and people who do not use social networks.

Those who tended to not trust information broadcast by radio stations were especially USR-PLUS and AUR voters, men, young people, those with higher education, and users of social

networks.
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The “Public distrust: West vs. East, the Rise of the Nationalist Current in the Era of Disinformation and Fake News” survey was conducted by INSCOP Research
in partnership with Verifield. The study was commissioned by the STRATEGIC Thinking think tank (www.strategicthinking.ro) as part of a research project
supported by The German Marshall Fund of the United States and financed by the Black Sea Trust for Regional Cooperation.

The data was collected between March 1 and March 12, 2021 via CATI (telephone interviews). The stratified cluster sample of 1100 people is representative for
significant socio-demographic categories (gender, age, occupation) for the non-institutionalized population of Romania, aged 18 and over.
The maximum acceptable standard error is ± 2.95% at a 95% confidence level.

--

STRATEGIC THINKING GROUP (www.strategicthinking.ro) is an avant-garde think tank that aims to provide an active civic platform dedicated to encouraging

reflection and strategic thinking through in-depth analyzes, studies and research. STRATEGIC THINKING GROUP supports public debates based on rigorous use

of scientific data and structured assessments in order to make solid contributions for development and progress in relevant fields in the public and private

sectors.
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