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Public distrust: West vs. East, the Rise of Nationalism

in the Disinformation Era, and the Fake News Phenomenon

Chapter 1: West vs. East, perception of the E.U., U.S.A., and Russia
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Lines of inquiry

Public distrust: West vs. East, the Rise of Nationalism
in the Disinformation Era, and the Fake News Phenomenon

— CHAPTER 1: (Published on Monday, March 22): West vs. East, perception
of the E.U., U.S.A., and Russia

— Chapter 2: (published on Wednesday, March 24): Trust in countries, international
organizations, foreign leaders
— Chapter 3: (published on Monday, March 29): Attitudes toward foreign

companies, Hungary, attitudes toward minorities, the Schengen Area
— Chapter 4: (published on Monday, March 31): Disinformation, propaganda, fake
news, trust in sources of information
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Research Method

— The “Public distrust: West vs. East, the rise of the nationalist current in the era of
disinformation and fake news” survey was conducted by INSCOP Research in partnership
with Verifield. The study was commissioned by the STRATEGIC Thinking think tank
(www.strategicthinking.ro) as part of a research project supported by The German Marshall
Fund of the United States and financed by the Black Sea Trust for Regional Cooperation via
the True Story Project.

— The data were collected between March 1-March 12, 2021.
— Research method: telephone interviewing

— The data was collected by CATI (telephone interviews). The stratified cluster sample of
1100 people is representative for significant socio-demographic categories (gender, age,
occupation) for the non-institutionalized population of Romania, aged 18 and over.

— The maximum acceptable standard error was + 2.95% at a 95% confidence level.
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Romania—Facing East or West?

Which direction do you think Romania should face with regards to military and political
alliances?

(% total sample)

10.4% 8.6%
The West ~ TheEast Don't know/
(i.e. the EU, USA., NATO) (i.e. Russia, China) No response
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EU Accession

In your opinion, balancing the implications on economic and social life, as well as on your family
and personal life, you believe that Romania’s accession to the EU has brought... :
(% total sample)

61.4%

35.2%

3.4%
| | ]
More advantages More disadvantages Don't know/
than disadvantages than advantages No response
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Statements—European rules vs. national interests

| will read you some alternating statements.
Please choose the one that best matches your opinion.
(% total sample)

31.9%

3.9%
|
As a Member State, Romania should respect Romania should defend its national interests '
: ; . Don't know/
the rules of the European Union, even when when they disagree with the rules of the
its national interests are affected European Union, even if it risks losing its No response

position as an Member State
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Statements—The Future of the EU

| will read you some alternating statements.
Please choose the one that best matches your opinion.
(% total sample)

77.5%

16.0%
- 6.5%
The EU should be disbanded in the The EU should NOT be disbanded in Don't know/
following years the following years No response
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Statements—NATO and Romania’s Defense

| will read you some alternating statements.
Please choose the one that best matches your opinion.
(% total sample)

29.3%

4.0%
]
In the event of aggression, In the event of aggression, Don't know/
NATO will defend Romania Romania will have to defend itself No response
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Statements—American Military Bases

Please express your level of agreement/disagreement with the following statements: ...
(% total sample)
The presence of U.S. military bases in Romania would help defend the country in case of external

aggression
20.0%
4.6%
]
Agree Disagree Don't know/

No response
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Statements—The U.S.A versus Russia

| will read you some alternating statements.
Please choose the one that best matches your opinion.

(% total sample)
71.3%
16.9%
- =
The U.S.A. has more of a positive Russia has more of a positive Don't know/
influence on Romania than a negative influence on Romania than a negative one No response

one
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Attitudes toward Russia

In your opinion, has Russia done Romania more good or more harm over time?
(% total sample)

61.7%

19.1% 19.1%

More good More harm Don't know/
No response
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Attitudes toward the West

In your opinion, have Western countries done Romania more good or more harm over
time?
(% total sample)

55.8%

32.1%

12.1%

More good More harm Don't know/
No response
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Attitudes: The West Versus Russia

In your opinion, have Western countries/Russia have done Romania more good or
more harm over time?

(% total sample)

m Western countries m Russia

61.7%
55.8%

19.1%

More good More harm Don't know/No response
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Lines of inquiry

Public distrust: West vs. East, the Rise of Nationalism
in the Disinformation Era, and the Fake News Phenomenon

— Chapter 1: (Published on Monday, March 22): West vs. East, perception of

the E.U., U.S.A., and Russia

— CHAPTER 2: (published on Wednesday, March 24): Trust in countries, international
organizations, foreign leaders
— Chapter 3: (published on Monday, March 29): Attitudes toward foreign

companies, Hungary, attitudes toward minorities, the Schengen Area
— Chapter 4: (published on Monday, March 31): Disinformation, propaganda, fake news,
trust in sources of information
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Trust in countries/international organizations

How much do you trust the following countries/international organizations...The United States

of America?

(% total sample)
47.2% | «——  33.6% 32.4% —— | 51.1%
18.7%

13.6%

1.7%
B

Very much A lot A little Very little Don't know/
No response
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Trust in countries/international organizations

How much do you trust the following countries/international organizations..

(% total sample)

576% — 41.4%

2620 | 41.3%

16.2% 15.1%

.Germany?

1.1%
I

Very much A lot A little Very little
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Trust in countries/international organizations

How much do you trust the following countries/international organizations...Russia?

(% total sample)

45.5%

f

35.5%

16% |~

I 11.2%
0
Very much A lot A little Very little Don't know/

No response
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Trust in countries/international organizations

How much do you trust the following countries/international organizations...China?

19%

|

37%

Very much

(% total sample)
78.9%
1 — 42.4%
36.5%

15.3%

A lot
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A little

Very little
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Trust in countries/international organizations

How much do you trust the following countries/international organizations... The European Union?

(% total sample)

51.6% 39.1%

2090 — 47.5%

17 6%
12.5%

0.9%
: _—‘
Very much A lot A little Very little Don't know/
No response
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Trust in countries/international organizations

How much do you trust the following countries/international organizations...NATO?

49.4%

14.2%

(% total sample)

 352%

Very much

A lot

www.strateqgicthinking.ro

29.9%

A little

47.9%

18(396

Very little

www.truestoryproject.ro

2.8%

.

Don't know/
No response


http://www.strategicthinking.ro/
http://www.truestoryproject.ro/

COMPARISON—Trust in countries/international organizations

How much do you trust the following countries/international organizations...?
(% high and very high levels of trust)

57.6%

51.7%
49.4% 47 1%

0
19.0% 16.0%

Germany The European Union NATO The U.S.A. China Russia
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Trust in heads of state

How much do you trust ...Joe Biden, the president of the U.S.A.?

(% total sample)

33.0%

41.6% | < 30.0%

11.6%

>

51.3%

18.3%

Very much A lot A little

www.strateqgicthinking.ro

Very little
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1.7%
]

5.4%

H

Never heard
of him

Don't know/
No response
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Trust in heads of state

19%

5.4%

1

Very much

How much do you trust ...Vladimir Putin, the president of Russia ?

(% total sample)

77.9%

N

/

35.9%

13.6%

42.0%

0.3%

2.8%

.

A lot A little
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Very little
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Don't know/
No response
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Trust in heads of state

50.1%

15.3%

——

Very much

34.8%

A lot

(% total sample)

26.6%

46.1%

19.5%

A little

www.strateqgicthinking.ro

How much do you trust ...Angela Merkel, the chancellor of Germany ?

1.1%
I

Very little
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2.7%

B @

Never heard
of her

Don't know/
No response
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COMPARISON—Trust in heads of state vs. Trust in countries

How much do you trust ...
(% high and very high levels of trust)

m Trustin heads = Trust in
of state countries
57.6%
47.2%

41.6%

19.0%

Angela Merkel - Germany Joe Biden - The U.S.A. Vladimir Putin - Russia
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Chapter 3: Attitudes Toward Foreign Companies, Hungary, Minorities, the Schengen Area




Lines of inquiry

Public distrust: West vs. East, the Rise of Nationalism
in the Disinformation Era, and the Fake News Phenomenon

— Chapter 1: (Published on Monday, March 22): West vs. East, perception of the E.U,,
U.S.A., and Russia

— Chapter 2: (published on Wednesday, March 24): Trust in countries, international
organizations, foreign leaders

— CHAPTER 3: (published on Monday, March 29): Attitudes Toward Foreign
Companies, Hungary, Minorities, the Schengen Area

— Chapter 4: (published on Monday, March 31): Disinformation, propaganda, fake
news, trust in sources of information
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Statements—pollution, Romanian vs. foreign companies

| will read you some alternating statements.
Please choose the one that best matches your opinion.
(% total sample)

55.9%

35.0%

9.1%
Pollution in Romaniais caused Pollution in Romaniais Don't know/
mainly by Romanian companies caused mainly by foreign No response
companies
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Statements—illegal deforestation

| will read you some alternating statements.
Please choose the one that best matches your opinion.
(% total sample)

47.3% 45 8%

6.9%
lllegal logging in Romania is mainly lllegal logging in Romania is performed Don't know/
performed by foreign companies mainly by Romanian companies and No response

Romanian citizens
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Statements—blocking the highways’ construction

Please agree or disagree with the following statements: ...
(% total sample)

In Romania, highway construction is blocked by foreign powers aimed at preventing the

development of the country
58.2%

35.4%

6.4%

Agree Disagree Don't knOW/
No response
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Statements—Romanians, European citizens

Please agree or disagree with the following statements: ...
(% total sample)

Romanians are seen as "second-rate citizens" in Europe

78.2%

20.4%
- 1.4%
Agree Disagree Don't know/

No response
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Romania's admission to the Schengen area

Why do you think that Romania has not yet been admitted to the Schengen area, the free movement
area of the European Union without border controls, despite most European states agreeing with the
accession of our country?

(% total sample)

50.2%
43.5%

6.2%
Romania did not meet _aII the admission Some European states are blocking Don't know/
criteria Romania’s admission for No response

economic reasons
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Statements—Hungary’s foreign policy towards Romania

Please agree or disagree with the following statements: ...
(% total sample)

Hungary seeks to divide Transylvania from Romania

49.5%
43.2%

7.4%

Agree Disagree Don't know/
No response
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Statements—protection of ethnic minorities

Please agree or disagree with the following statements: ...
(% total sample)

Romania must protect the rights of ethnic minorities on its territory

87.2%

11.0%
I
Agree Disagree Don't know/

No response
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Lines of inquiry

Public distrust: West vs. East, the Rise of Nationalism
in the Disinformation Era, and the Fake News Phenomenon

— Chapter 1: (Published on Monday, March 22): West vs. East, perception of the E.U,,
U.S.A., and Russia

— Chapter 2: (published on Wednesday, March 24): Trust in countries, international
organizations, foreign leaders

— Chapter 3: (published on Monday, March 29): Attitudes toward foreign
companies, Hungary, attitudes toward minorities, the Schengen Area

— CHAPTER 4: (published on Monday, March 31): Disinformation, propaganda, fake
news, trust in sources of information
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Exposure to Fake News

To what extent do you believe that you have been personally exposed, in recent months, to fake news or
disinformation on various channels (TV, news websites, Facebook, Facebook ) ?
( % total sample)

55%
Va N
29.6% - 42.5%

\

25.4%
23.6%
19.0%
I 2.5%

To a very great extent To a great extent To a small extent To a very small Don't know/
extent/ Not at all No response
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Supporting propaganda actions

To what extent do you believe that some states support propaganda and disinformation

actions in Romania? (TV, news websites, Facebook, Facebook )

58.3%
I

22.7%

1 ]

To a very great extent To a great extent

35.6%

I Ny
25.2%

To a small extent To a very small extent

( % total sample)

www.strateqicthinking.ro www.truestoryproject.ro

7 0%
4.8% 4.7%

Not at all

___ I

Don't know/
No response


http://www.strategicthinking.ro/
http://www.truestoryproject.ro/

Countries that support propaganda

Which country or organization do you think supports the most propaganda actions, disinformation, and

spreads the most fake news in Romania?

( % total sample)

24.0%

Russia The EU China Hungary U.S.A Germany Other Don't know/
countries No response
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Trust in the news (I)

Personally, are you more inclined to trust or distrust.... ?
Information broadcast by TV stations

( % total sample)

60.7%

36.3%

3.0%
]

Don't know/

Inclined to trust Inclined to distrust
No response
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Trust in the news (II)

Personally, are you more inclined to trust or distrust... ?

Information on media channels’ websites

( % total sample)

67.6%

21.8%

10.7%

Don't know/

Inclined to trust Inclined to distrust
No response
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Trust in the news (I1I)

Personally, are you more inclined to trust or distrust... ?

Information read or received on social media networks (Facebook, Instagram, Youtube, TikTok)

( % total sample)

74.1%

15.8%
Inclined to trust Inclined to distrust Don't know/

No response

www.strateqicthinking.ro www.truestoryproject.ro



http://www.strategicthinking.ro/
http://www.truestoryproject.ro/

Trust in the news (1IV)

Personally, are you more inclined to trust or distrust... ?

Information broadcasted on radio stations

( % total sample)

14.5%

Don't know/
No response

Inclined to trust Inclined to distrust
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COMPARISON—Trust in information broadcast on various
channels

Personally, are you more inclined to trust or distrust... (% Inclined to trust)

40.6%
36.3%
21.8%
. .
Information broadcast on radio Information broadcast on TV Information on media channels’ Information read or received
stations websites on social media networks
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Sample Structure

Occupation

M 18 - 29 10% Primary 13% 1 Passive - Pensioner 30%
M 30 - 44 14% Secondary 71% 2 Passive - Homemaker 15%
M 45 - 59 12% Higher 16% 3 Passive - Unemployed 5%
M 60 + 12% 4 Passive - Student 6%
F 18 - 29 9% 5 Active - Agriculture 3%
F30-44 13% 6 Active - Blue-Collar 20%
F 45 - 59 13% . 7 Active - Gray-Collar 7%
F 60 + 17% 8 Active — White-collar (non-
management) 10%
. Bucharest 9% 9 Active — Business owners / 5%
S Managemen
North-East 17% Ciban, Iargef La%
South-East 13% SIpTHIEE N % Social Media
South - Muntenia  15% SIS, SN
& very small 6%
gﬂ:mé West 10% qrban, quasi- Facebook 65%
village 7% Instagram 27%
West 9% Rural, |arge 14% Tik Tok 16%
North-West 13% Rural, medium 18% None 35%
Central 12% Rural, small 12%

Bucharest - Illfov 11%
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Thank you

for your attention!
@ STRATEGIC  slm|F sl

thinkin group STRENGTHENING TRANSATLANTIC COOPERATION
Black Sea Trust for Regional Cooperation

True
/ @ io
Pro,ect
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